"MARSE HENRY"

secretary to Governor Bragg, of our State, just
prior to the war, and who was afterwards president
of our leading life insurance company, a gentleman
of high character, and of the hest memory, was
present at the time that Johnson made the address
from which you quote the .rumor. Mr. Cowper
wrote an article for The News and Observer, giv-
ing the story and relating that Johnson said that
"he was glad to come to Raleigh to erect a tablet
to his father." The truth is that while his father
was a man of little or no education, he held the
position of janitor at the State Capitol, and he
was not wanting in qualities which made him
superior to his humble position. If he had been
living in this day he would have been given a life-
saving medal, for upon the occasion of a picnic
near Raleigh when the cry came that children were
drowning he was the first to leap in and endanger
his life to save them.

Andrew Johnson's mother was related to the
Chappell family, of which there are a number of
citizens of standing and character near Raleigh,
several of them having been ministers of the
Gospel, and one at least having gained distinction
as a missionary in China.
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